
 
 
 

 
September 16, 2011 

 
 

 
Scott Wetzler, PhD. 
Vice Chairman and Professor 
Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences 
Montefiore Medical Center 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine 
11 East 210th Street 
Bronx, NY 10467 
 
Dear Dr. Wetzler, 
 
 Thank you for testifying at the hearing of the Subcommittee on Human Resources of the House 
Committee on Ways and Means on September 8, 2011. Though I was unable to attend the hearing, the 
issue is of great interest to me and I look forward to engaging you in additional questions. 
 
 Given your background on substance abuse and work programs in Bronx, NY, I found particular 
interest in your testimony. I am interested in applying a drug testing component to Temporary Assistance 
for Needy Families as well as additional means-tested assistance programs, including Section 8 housing, 
Medicaid, and the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program. 
 
 In order to complete the record of the hearing, please respond to the following questions by 
Thursday, September 30, 2011: 
 

1. As a result of your testimony that work requirements offer an opportunity for substance abusers 
to overcome addiction; is there a similar program which can be included as part of a reform to 
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, and means-tested assistance at-large, which can bring 
testing, treatment and employment together? Specifically, at what rate of consistency of positive 
tests should recipients be able to return to full levels of assistance? 
 

2. In your experience with work requirement programs, what costs do you find associated with 
drug-testing programs that can also be attributed to a similar program in Temporary Assistance 
for Needy Families? 
 

3. How effective have you found the work requirement programs you administer to be in removing 
recipients from public assistance?  
 



The Committee relies on electronic submissions for printing of the official record. Therefore, please 
send an electronic submission in Microsoft Word format to drew.wayne@mail.house.gov, 
matt.weidinger@mail.house.gov, ryan.martin@mail.house.gov and timothy.ford@mail.house.gov. 

 
Your consideration of my additional questions is appreciated. Should you have any questions please 

contact Drew Wayne in my office by e-mail or at (202) 225-3161. I look forward to your response. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Tom Reed 
Member of Congress 










